
DEPARTED PATRIOT
Chapter 776 Patriot Dallas Daily 
passed away on March 31 at the age 
of 85.  A native of Akron, Ohio, he 
moved to Citrus County from Key 
Largo over 10 years ago.  He      
entered the Army in July 1943 at the 
age of 18 and was honorably      
discharged with the rank of staff 
sergeant in October 1945.  Follow-

ing his WW II service in the Army, Patriot Daily attended the 
University of Michigan graduating in 1949 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in chemical engineering.

Patriot Daily proudly served our country during WW II with 
distinction.  A combat infantryman, he participated in the 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns with H Company, 
232d Infantry, 42d Infantry (Rainbow) Division.  While leading 
his platoon in an attack on enemy positions near Unterbach, 
Germany, he was severely wounded in the leg by mortar frag-
ments.  Despite his wounds, he continued to advance through an 
intense artillery and mortar barrage, directing the fire of his men 

See Departed, page 2

A warm wel-
come is ex-
tended to the 
chapter’s new-
est life mem-
bers: Patriots Ralph Nardone of 
Inverness, a Marine Corps     
veteran of the Korean War; 
Arturo Trujillo of Spring Hill, a 
retired Army first sergeant and 
Vietnam War veteran; and asso-
ciate life member Lawrence 
Ness, son of Patriot Jack Ness.

Apologies to Patriot William 
Prior Sr. for the Mar-Apr news-
letter erroneously reporting that 
he was an Army WW II veteran.  
Patriot Prior is a very proud vet-
eran of the U.S. Navy.

Chapter 776 Sergeant-at-Arms 
Del DeRoss was recently diag-
nosed with lung cancer.  He is 
undergoing weekly chemo and 
radiation therapy in Gainesville, 
returning home to Citrus County 
for the weekends.  Also, associ-
ate life member Fred Daniels is 
recovering from surgery for 
stomach cancer with one-third of 
his stomach removed.  Patriot 
Carl Bertoch continues to make 
a steady recovery from his Janu-
ary stroke.  Please keep these 
Patriots in your prayers and 
and thoughts.  

See Members, page 3

The Chapter's bi-
monthly meetings 
are held the third 

Tuesday of September, No-
vember, January, March, May 
and July.  The May 18 meeting 
will be at the Citrus County 
Veterans Service Office class-
room located in the Citrus County Resource Center/VA Clinic, 
2804 W. Marc Knighton Court, Lecanto, west of County Road 
491 north of County Road 486.  Any member desiring to place 
an item on the agenda should e-mail Patriot Ebitz at 
info@citruspurpleheart.org or call 382-3847.

2010-11 Officers

Cdr: Ray Michael

Sr Vice Cdr: Richard I. Allen

Jr Vice Cdr: Richard S. Allen 

Adjutant: Curt Ebitz

Finance Officer: Phil Passay

Judge Advocate: Carl Bertoch

Exec Cmteman: J.B. Haskins 

Alt Cmteman: Curt Ebitz

Sgt-at-Arms: Delvin DeRoss

Trustee 3 Yrs: Richard Hunt

Trustee 2 Yrs: Leon Zimmerman 

Trustee 1 Yr: Juan Perez 

Service Officer: Mike King

Welfare Officer: J.B. Haskins

Historian: Curt Ebitz

Chaplain: Ernie Tucker

Americanism Officer: John Auble

Surgeon: Jim Ralph

Bimonthly Meeting
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Member News

Next Meeting

  Tuesday, May. 18, 1:15 p.m.

   Citrus County Resource 

Center/VA Clinic, Lecanto. 

Chapter Activities
Completed
March 16.  Patriot Phil Pasay 
and his wife Theresa provided 
courtesy coffee and donuts to 
patients of the Lecanto VA 
Clinic.

March 16.  Commander Ray 
Michael and Sr. Vice Com-
mander Rick Allen represented 
Chapter 776 at the CFCC    
Foundation annual donors’ recep-
tion at the CFCC campus in 
Ocala.

March 29-April 3.  Chapter 776 
participated in the Citrus County 
Fair with the Afghanistan/Iraq 
Memorial Portrait Mural that 
honors the memory of those   
Floridians who have fallen.  As 
of 2009, 253 Floridians, of which 
eight are women, have fallen.  
Many thanks are extended to the 
following Patriots who volun-
teered to help with and/or man 

See Completed, page 2

Annual Armed Forces Day Picnic 

Chapter 776’s annual Armed Forces Day picnic will be on Saturday, May 15 
from 11 a.m. to  2 p.m. at the park pavilion, Bicentennial Park, Crystal 
River. The park is located off of U.S. 19 behind the Crystal River Airport.  
The chapter’s 2010-11 elected and appointed officers will be installed and are 
encouraged to make every effort to attend.  Also, the chapter’s “Patriot of the 
Year” award and CFCC Endowed Scholarship will be presented. 

Chapter 776 will provide hamburgers and hotdogs with all the fixings plus 
beverages.  Each lady is asked to bring either a side, salad or dessert.  
If you plan to attend, please contact Commander Ray Michael at 352-637-3265 or email him 
at rmichael5@tampabay.rr.com and indicate side, salad or dessert.
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Dept of FL 50/50 Drawing

The Dept’s annual 50/50 drawing will be held July 3 at the 
state convention.  One need not be present to win.  Chapter 
members and supporters are encouraged to make and/or 
solicit 50/50 ticket donations.  Tickets are $1 for 1, $5 for 6 
and $10 for 12.  You may win a substantial cash prize while 
helping our chapter, which receives 25% of each donation.  
Tickets are available on the Dept’s Web site at 
www.floridapurpleheart.org or by calling Phil at               
352-345-1764.  Turn in your donations and tickets at the 
May 15 picnic or May 18 bimonthly meeting or mail to    
Phil Pasay, 1389 South Bea Ave., Inverness, FL 34452 by 
June 15.

NEWEST LIFE MEMBERS
Completed
the exhibit: Dick Allen, Rick Allen, Neville & Joyce Anderson, 
Curt & Mari-Elain Ebitz, J.B. Haskins, Lee Helscel, Richard 
Hunt, Mike King, Harold Layman, Rudy Weddle, and Leon 
Zimmermann.  

April 14.  Commander Ray Michael, joined by Patriots Lee 
Helscel and Richard Hunt, presented a plaque of appreciation to 
Citrus County Chronicle Photographer Brian La Peter for his 
stirring photo slide show of the Fifth Annual Purple Heart Cere-
mony that was posted on the Chronicle’s Web site.  

Future
May 2, 4:00 p.m.  Crystal River HS NJROTC annual awards   
ceremony (Patriot Zimmermann).

May 8 & 9 10 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Chapter 776 viola fundraiser, 
Wal-Mart Supercenter, 7305 Broad St., Brooksville, FL (U.S. 
41S). Chapter volunteers are needed to work a 2-hour shift 
on both days. The shifts are: 10-12, 12-2 and 2-4. Your help is 
greatly needed to raise funds for the chapter. Please contact 
Ray Michael at rmichael5@tampabay.rr.com or 352-637-3265.

May 13, 7:00 p.m.  Lecanto HS AJROTC annual awards cere-
mony (Patriot Zimmermann).

May 14, 7:00 p.m.  Citrus HS AFJROTC annual awards cere-
mony (Patriot Ralph).

May 15, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Chapter 776’s annual Armed 
Forces Day picnic, park pavilion, Bicentennial Park, Crystal 
River. 

May 15, 6:00 p.m.  Central HS NJROTC annual awards cere-
mony (Patriot Rick Allen).

May 15, 7:00 p.m.  Hernando HS AFJROTC annual awards      
ceremony (Patriot Michael).

May 18, 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Courtesy coffee and donuts     
provided patients of Lecanto VA Clinic.

May 18, 1:15 p.m.  Chapter 776 bimonthly meeting, Citrus 
County Resource Center/VA Clinic, Lecanto. 

May 19, 8:30 a.m.  Springstead HS AFJROTC annual awards    
ceremony (Patriot Prior).

May 29, 6:00 p.m.  South Sumter HS NJROTC annual awards 
ceremony (Patriot Marxauch).

  Departed
on groups of fleeing enemy soldiers.  He refused medical 
evacuation until securing aid for three of his men who were 
also wounded.

For his courageous actions and unswerving devotion to duty, 
which were instrumental to the success of his unit’s attack,   
Patriot Daily was awarded the Bronze Star for valor and the 
Purple Heart for wounds received in action.  He also was the 
proud recipient of the coveted Combat Infantry 
Badge.

  Patriot Daily is survived by his beloved wife of 
26 years,  Patricia, two sons, five daughters and 
12 grandchildren.  

Cdr. Michael presented  Life Member certificates to Patriot 
Richard Hunt (top) and Patriot William Prior, Sr. at the 
March bimonthly meeting.
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Reach-In Program
Recently, Chapter 776 launched a “Reach-In Program” for chapter members unable to participate in chapter activities due to age or 
health.   The program’s aim is to show that they are not forgotten and includes a drawing for a $30 gift certificate to a local restaurant and 
a monetary grant up to $40 for members with financial needs.  Patriots desiring to participate may send in their donation with the      
completed coupon below.  

Please make checks payable to Chapter 776 MOPH and mail to Chapter 776 MOPH, P.O. Box 1345, Lecanto, FL 34460-1345.  
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————

REACH-IN DONATION COUPON

MONTHLY $1 (     )     QUARTERLY $3 (     )     SEMI-ANNUAL $6 (     )     ANNUAL $12 (     )

NAME_______________________________________DATE _______________________________

Members
Patriot Del DeRoss conveys his heartfelt thanks to the following Chapter 776 members who stepped forward to donate and deliver 
furniture for his mother’s room at a local assisted living facility:Neville Anderson, Skip Beattie, Richard Hunt andJuan Perez.  
Both he and his mother deeply appreciate the furniture and caring support.

Ladies auxiliary member and wife of departed Patriot Steve Raymond, Marie Raymond, underwent spinal surgery on April 22 at  
Citrus Memorial Hospital.  She is undergoing rehabilitative care at Life Care Center in Lecanto (352-746-4434) until o/a May 10.  

Chapter 776 presented Citrus County Chronicle staff 
photographer Brian LaPeter a special plaque of appre-
ciation for his superb photo slide presentation and its 
posting on the Chronicle Web site, which captured the 
essence of Chapter 776's Fifth Annual Purple Heart 
Ceremony. The special presentation was made during 
the newspaper’s quarterly employee meeting.  Left: 
Citrus Publishing, Inc. Publisher Gerry Mulligan, 
Chapter 776 Cdr. Ray Michael, Brian LaPeter and 
Patriot Richard Hunt. Not shown Patriot Lee Helscel. 
(Photo Lee Helscel).

Chapter 776 Finance Officer Phil Pasay and Depart-
ment of Florida Deputy Inspector Don Smith during 
the Department’s annual compliance inspection, 
which the chapter passed with “flying colors.”

Chapter 776 Patriots manning the chapter’s exhibit featur-
ing the Afghanistan/Iraq Memorial Portrait Mural during 
the 2010 Citrus County Fair.  Left: Patriots Leon 
Zimmermann, Richard Hunt, Lee Helscel and Harold 
Layman.

P a t r i o t  L e o n 
Z i m m e r m a n n 
points out to an 
interested fair 
visitor that eight 
women are among 
the 253 Floridians 
who have fallen in 
Afghanistan and 
Iraq.


