
DEPARTED PATRIOT
Chapter 776 Patriot William P. Maroney of 
Inverness died June 29 at the age of 81.  He 
was born in Chicago, Illinois.  He entered the 

U.S. Army in October 1950 at the age of 21 and served during 
the Korean War with the 7th Infantry Division’s 17th Infantry 
Regiment until he was seriously wounded in action at Hwa-
chon, North Korea.  He was honorably discharged from the 
U.S. Army on September 22, 1951.    

Prior to relocating to Citrus County in 1992, Patriot Maroney 
owned and operated M&M Lighting in Jacksonville, Florida.  A 
proud recipient of the Purple Heart Medal, Korean Service 
Medal and the Combat Infantry Badge, Patriot Maroney was 
dedicated to serving his fellow veterans.  In addition to being a 
life member of Chapter 776, he was also a dedicated life mem-
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Post 4337, Inver-
ness where he founded the Post 4337 Honor Guard and served 
as a post commander.  

Patriot Maroney is survived by his wife of 60 years, Jeanne,  
son Michael P. Maroney, daughter-in-law Ingrid Maroney and 
grandson Evin Maroney.  Patriot Maroney was interred at Flor-
ida National Cemetery, Bushnell with military honors.  A de-
voted Patriot, he will be missed in the ranks of fellow veterans.
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The Chapter's bi-
monthly meetings 
are held the third 

Tuesday of September, No-
vember, January, March, May 
and July.  The new meeting 
location is at the Citrus 
County Builders Association, 
1196 S. Lecanto Highway (C.R. 491), Lecanto, which is lo-
cated on the west side of S. Lecanto Highway approximately 1 
mile south of S.R. 44.  Submit agenda items to Patriot Ebitz by 
e-mail at info@citruspurpleheart.org or call 382-3847.

2010-11 Officers
Cdr: Ray Michael

Sr. Vice Cdr: Richard I. Allen

Jr. Vice Cdr: Richard S. Allen

Adjutant: Curt Ebitz

Finance Off: Phil Pasay

Judge Adv: Carl Bertoch

Exec Cmteman: J.B. Haskins 

Alt Cmteman: Curt Ebitz

Sgt-at-Arms: Delvin DeRoss

Trustee 3-yrs: Richard Hunt

Trustee 2-yrs: Leon
Zimmerman

Trustee 1-yr: Juan Perez 

Service Off: Mike King

Welfare Off: Lee Helscel

Historian: Curt Ebitz

Chaplain: Ernie Tucker

Americanism Off: John Auble

Surgeon: Jim Ralph  

Bimonthly Meeting - New Location

Military Order  of  the Purple  Heart
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To preserve the proud legacy of the Purple Heart Medal.
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Member News

Next Meeting

  Tuesday, July 20, 1:15 p.m.

   Citrus County Builders 

Association, Lecanto. 

Chapter Activities
Completed
May 2. Patriot Zimmermann 
presented a MOPH Leadership 
Medal & Certificate at the Crys-
tal River HS NJROTC annual 
awards ceremony.  

May 8 & 9. Chapter 776 con-
ducted a viola fundraiser at the 
Wal-Mart in Brooksville.  Heart-
felt thanks to Patriot Lee Helscel 
who scheduled and organized the 
event and the following chapter 
volunteers: Rick Allen; Allen & 
Dolores Bell; J.B. Haskins; Rich-
ard Hunt, Harold Layman, Ray 
Michael, Don Schroeder and Gail 
Smith.

May 13. Patriot Zimmermann 
presented a MOPH Leadership 
Medal & Certificate at the Le-
canto HS AJROTC annual 
awards ceremony.

May 14. Patriot Jim Ralph pre-
sented a MOPH Leadership 

A warm wel-
come is ex-
tended to the 
chapter’s two 
newest Life 
Members: Marine Corps Viet-
nam War veteran Robert C. 
Bendle of Inverness and Army 
Korean War veteran Ronald B. 
Roop of Beverly Hills. Chapter 
776’s ranks now number 106 
Patriots and 31 life associate 
members.

At the Department of Florida 
Annual State Convention, Chap-
ter 776 Patriot J.B. Haskins
received the Department’s pres-
tigious Legion of Excellence 
Award for his dedicated service 
as Department Adjutant & Fi-
nance Officer.  Patriot Curt 
Ebitz and Mari-Elain Ebitz
each received a Special Recogni-
tion Award for service to the 
Department as editor, Purple & 
White newsletter and webmaster 
of its website, respectively.

Patriot Rudy Weddle was re-
cently knocked down for the 
count by an unknown insect.  
Bitten while enjoying an evening 
sunset from his boat dock, Pa-
triot Weddle had a severe reac-
tion that included a fever, rash 
and loss of balance.  He has re-
covered from the bite following 
See Member page 2

Medal & Certificate at the Cit-
rus HS AFJROTC annual 
awards ceremony.

May 15.  Chapter 776 held its 
annual Armed Forces Day pic-
nic at Bicentennial Park, Crys-
tal River with close to 40 mem-
bers and guests attending.  

May 15. Patriot Ray Michael 
presented a MOPH Leadership 
Medal & Certificate at the

Annual Purple Heart Anniversary Breakfast 

Chapter 776’s annual Purple Heart anniversary 
breakfast will be hosted by the West Citrus 
Elks Lodge 2693 Saturday, August 7 at 9:00 
a.m.  The lodge is located on Grover Cleveland 
Boulevard, about 1 mile east of U.S. 19 in Ho-
mosassa.  The celebration will feature a buffet 
breakfast and program.  All Purple Heart re-
cipients and their guests are cordially invited.  
To register, call Sandi Koval at 352-586-5047 
or e-mail at sskoval@tampabay.rr.com. 



Member, continued
a 27-day regiment of antibiotics.

Patriot Carl Bertoch continues to make an 
excellent recovery from his stroke earlier 
this year.  His voice, speech and leg have 
made excellent progress.  However, in the 
“when it rains it pours” category, Patriot 
Bertoch’s wife, Sara, is recovering from

Completed, continued
Hernando HS AFJROTC annual awards 
ceremony.

May 15. Patriot Rick Allen presented a 
MOPH Leadership Medal & Certificate at 
the Central HS NJROTC annual awards 
ceremony.

May 18. Patriot Rick Allen provided 
courtesy coffee and donuts to Lecanto VA 
Clinic patients.

May 19.  Patriot William Prior presented a 
MOPH Leadership Medal & Certificate at 
the Springstead HS AFJROTC annual 
awards ceremony.

May 29.  Patriot Carlos Marxauch pre-
sented a MOPH Leadership Medal & Cer-
tificate at the South Sumter HS NJROTC
annual awards ceremony.

May 31.  Patriot Ebitz was the keynote 
speaker for the American Legion Post 155 
Memorial Day program. 

June 14.  Chapter 776 displayed the Af-
ghanistan/Iraq Memorial Portrait Mural at 
the Inverness Government Center as part 
of the city’s annual Flag Day ceremony.  
Attending the ceremony were Patriots Rick 
Allen, Curt Ebitz, Bob Hummel, Richard 
Hunt, Ray Michael and Phil Pasay.     

June 15.  Same as May 15.

July 1-4. Chapter 776’s six-man delega-
tion was the largest of any of the Depart-
ment of Florida’s 25 chapters at the De-
partment’s annual state convention.  Dele-
gates were Dick Allen, Curt Ebitz, J.B. 
Haskins, Richard Hunt, Ray Michael and 
Don Schroeder.  Chapter ladies attending 
were Brenda Allen, Mari-Elain Ebitz, 
Anita Haskins, Pat Michael, Marie Ray-
mond and Gail Smith. 

Future
August 7, 9:00 a.m.  Purple Heart Anni-
versary Breakfast, W. Citrus Elks Lodge 
2396, Grover Cleveland Ave., Homosassa.

July 27, 2:05 p.m. Purple Heart Procla-
mation, Board of County Commissioners, 
County Courthouse, Inverness.
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Department’s 50/50 Drawing

For the third consecutive year, Chapter 776 
raised more donations for the Department’s 
annual 50/50 drawing than any other of the 
Department’s chapters.  As the top 50/50 
fundraiser chapter, the Department awarded 
Chapter 776 a check for $125.  Also, for the 
third consecutive year, the winning 50/50 
ticket came from the donations raised by 
Chapter 776 for which it received a prize of 
$100.  Anita Haskins’ son, Gary Meuchel 
of Birmingham, Alabama, held the winning 
50/50 ticket.  

Operation Welcome Home founder Barbara 
Mills and LAMOPH member Marie Ray-
mond during the Chapter’s annual Armed 
Forces Day picnic.  (Photo Lee Helscel).

Chapter 776 2010-11 officers sworn in during 
the chapter’s annual Armed Forces Day pic-
nic.  Left: Cdr. Ray Michael, Sr. Vice Cdr. 
Rick Allen, Finance Officer Phil Pasay, 
Americanism Officer John Auble and Welfare 
Officer Lee Helscel. (Photo Lee Helscel).

Member, continued
a dislocated hip.

Patriot Del DeRoss, who is battling lung can-
cer, had to discontinue his chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments due to complications.  A 
fighter, he remains in good spirits.

Chapter 776 Patriot Ernie Tucker (first from 
left) recently participated in the Honor Guard 
at the monthly Unattended Veterans Cere-
mony at Bay Pines National Cemetery.  The 
ceremony honors those deceased veterans 
who did not have any family present during 
their interment.

Chapter 776 delegates to the Dept. of Florida 
Annual State Convention.  Left: Delegates 
Don Schroeder, Richard Hunt, Dick Allen, 
J.B. Haskins, Curt Ebitz and Ray Michael. 
(Photo Ron Hill)

Did You Know?  
The Florida Legislature passed a bill au-
thorizing a Free for Life Family Annual 
Entrance Pass to Florida State Parks for 
honorably discharged veterans with a ser-
vice-connected disability.  There is no 
minimum percentage of disability required; 
0 to 100% is acceptable.  Passes may be 
obtained at any Florida State Park staffed 
with rangers.  Veteran must show proof of 
being honorably discharged (DD 214); 
proof of service-connected disability (VA 
letter); and proof of personal identity 
(driver license).  Veterans with no service-
connected disability are eligible to receive 
a 25% discount for the Annual Entrance 
Pass.

Cdr. Ray Michael presented the chapter’s 
2010 scholarship award to the parents of this 
year's recipient, Tara Kazemfar, who ac-
cepted for their daughter who was ill.  Left: 
Cdr. Michael, Mike and Michelle Kazemfar. 
(Photo Lee Helscel)


