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Chapter Activities
Completed

July 26. The Citrus County
Board of County Commissioners
presented Chapter 776 Cdr. Ray
Michael with a Proclamation
designating August 7, 2011 as
Purple Heart Recognition Day in
Citrus County. Chapter members
joining Cdr. Michael at the pres-
entation were Sr. Vice Cdr. Dick
Allen, Jr. Vice Cdr. Lee Helscel,
Patriots Rick Allen, Curt Ebitz,
Richard Hunt, Harold Layman,
Joe McClister, Mike Schlaudraff,
and ladies auxiliary member Ann
Fair.

August 6. Over 130 Chapter 776
Patriots, their ladies and guests
attended a sit down breakfast
hosted by the West Citrus EIlks,
Lodge 2693 in Homosassa com-
memorating the 229th anniver-
sary of the Purple Heart and hon-
oring our county’s fallen heroes
and wounded warriors. Also

) Bimonthly Meeting Member News
@ A warm welcome is extended
/ Next Meeting to the chapter’s newest Life
Member, Vietnam Army vet-
The Chapter's| Tuesday, Sept 20, 2:00 p.m. eran Mark IRiden who)t/r;/ns-
bimonthly ferred from Chapter 316

meetings  are Citrus County Builders

held the third
Tuesday of Sep-
tember, Novem-
ber, January, March, May and July at the Citrus
County Builders Association, 1196 S. Lecanto
Highway (C.R. 491), Lecanto, which is located
on the west side of S. Lecanto Highway approxi-
mately 1 mile south of S.R. 44. Any member
desiring to place an item on the agenda should e-
mail Patriot Ebitz at info@citruspurpleheart.org
or call 382-3847.

(Volusia County). He is a three-time Purple
Heart recipient and past Cdr. Chapter 316.

Association, Lecanto.

Congratulations to Patriot Harold Layman
on his selection as the Chapter 776 Patriot of
the Year. A charter member, he has faith-
fully and diligently served the chapter as an
officer, volunteer and supporter.

The hats of Chapter 776 Patriots are off to Pat
Michael. Despite the chapter’s past failed
efforts to form a ladies auxiliary unit, Pat
stepped forward to take the ladies auxiliary
challenge by the horns. In short order, she has
recruited 18 auxiliary members and initiated
the process to charter a unit. Thanks to Pat’s
dedicated leadership, Chapter 776 will soon
have a ladies auxiliary unit.

Heartfelt congratulations and a warm welcome
are extended to Barbara Mills who joins
Neville Anderson as a honorary member of
Chapter 776 for her work as the founder of
Operation Welcome Home and her tireless
support of the veterans community.

See Members, page two

Patriot of the Year
Charter member Harold Layman holds high his
Chapter 776 Patriot of the Year Award after
receiving it from Chapter Cdr. Ray Michael
during the Purple Heart anniversary breakfast
hosted by the West Citrus Elks Lodge 2693
(Photo Lee Helscel).

attending were the families of fallen heroes CWO Aaron Weaver, Sergeant Robert Surber and PFC
Michael Mahr. Distinguished guests included: Congressman Rich Nugent; State Representative
Jimmie Smith; County Commissioner “J.J.” Kenney; Rear Admiral Carlton McLeod, USN, Ret.;
Barbara Mills, Operation Welcome Home founder; and Marie Wilson, mother of Medal of Honor
recipient Allan J. Kellogg, Jr.

August 9-13. Chapter 776 Patriot Richard Hunt and his wife Mickey attended the MOPH National
Convention in St. Paul, MN.

August 23. Chapter 776 Cdr. Ray Michael, Sr. Vice Cdr. Dick Allen, Sgt-at-Arms Rick Allen and
Adjutant Curt Ebitz participated in a ceremony hosted by the Citrus County Board of County Com-
missioners and conducted by U.S. Senator Bill Nelson that presented a Bronze Star Medal posthu-
mously to Specialist Four Donald Kelly for heroism in ground combat on April 3, 1968. The
See Completed, page two
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Veterans Appreciation Week

This year marks Citrus County’s 19th
Annual Veterans Appreciation Week.
Chapter 776 Patriots are especially en-
couraged to participate in the Veterans in
the Classroom program, Veterans Fair and
Veterans Day Parade, as well as attending
the Massing of the Colors, Military Ball
and Inverness Primary School veterans
program. Chapter members are requested
to contact Adjutant Ebitz at
info@citruspurpleheart.org or 382-3847 if
they plan to participate in the Veterans in
the Classroom, Veterans Fair, Veterans
Day Parade and/or Military Ball.

Free Veterans Appreciation Concert, Cor-
nerstone Baptist Church, Inverness, Oct.
29, 2:30 p.m. & First United Methodist
Church, Homosassa, Oct. 30, 2:30 p.m.

Veterans in the Classroom, Citrus County
public and private schools, Oct. 31-Nov.
10.

Veterans Flea Market, Stokes Flea Mar-
ket, Crystal River, Nov. 2, 7a.m. - 2 p.m.

Veterans Fish Fry, American Legion Post
155, Crystal River, Nov. 4,5 -7 p.m. $7
at door.

Veterans Fair, Crystal River Mall, Nov. 5,
10 am. - 3 p.m.

Veterans Program, Inverness Primary
School , Nov. 10, 2 p.m.

Marine Corps Ball, Plantation Inn, Crystal
River, Nov. 10, 6 p.m. $40.

Veterans Day Parade, Inverness, Nov. 11,
10 am. Lineup begins at 8:30 a.m. at the
Citrus High School parking area located
off of Highland Blvd.

Military Ball, West Citrus Elks, Homo-
sassa, Nov. 12, 6 p.m. $35.

Massing of the Colors Ceremony, Corner-
stone Baptist Church, Inverness, Nov. 13,
3 p.m.
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Help Wanted: Chapter Welfare Officer

Chapter 776 Jr. Vice Cdr. Lee Helscel relunctantly resigned his appointed duty of Welfare
Officer due to personal matters. His resignation has left vacant a position that is key to the
chapter’s financial vitality given that the Welfare Officer’s primary responsibility is to sched-
ule and coordinate the chapter’s fundraisers to support its charitable and community activities.
Chapter members are urged to consider accepting appointment to this key position. Those
willing to step forward are encouraged to contact Cdr. Ray Michael at rmi-
chael5@tampabay.rr.com or 352-637-3265.

Members

While “back home in Indiana” for the summer, Patriot Don Guard has kept busy with
History of the Purple Heart presentations to the following civic organizations: North Webster
and Syracuse Rotary Clubs; 2nd District Lions Clubs; Warsaw Sertoma Club; and Friends of
the Kosciusko County Libraries.

It is with profound sorrow to report the recent deaths of Patriot Carl Bertoch’s son, Daniel,
and Ladies Auxiliary member Teresa Pasay’s father. The Patriots and Ladies of Chapter 776
extend their heartfelt condolences.

After several months of deferred surgery, Past Chapter 776 Commander J.B. Haskins under-
went successful surgery August 8 to emplace a titanium plate in his upper left arm that was
severely broken in a fall in April.

Patriot Floyd Craig was recently diagnosed with lung cancer and has temporarily relocated
to Georgia while undergoing treatment. Patriot Bob Hummel is undergoing chemotherapy
for bladder cancer. Ladies Auxiliary member Barbara Bradshaw is recovering from suc-
cessful surgery for a right knee replacement.

Patriot Ken Donovan is undergoing treatment for Chronic Lymphatic Leukemia and Patriot
Richard Hunt underwent successful angioplasty surgery in August to reduce an 80 percent
heart blockage. The prognosis for both is excellent.

Citrus County
commissioners
i presented a
4 Proclamation to
Chapter 776
Patriots desig-
nating August 7
€ as Purple Heart
Recognition
Day in Citrus
County.

Completed
daughter of Specialist Kelly, Jaime Petelle, accepted the medal from Sen. Nelson.

Future
September 20 & October 18, 7:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Courtesy coffee and donuts provided
patients of Lecanto VA Clinic.

September 20, 2:00 p.m. Chapter 776 bimonthly meeting, Citrus County Builders Associa-
tion, Lecanto.

October 29 - November 13. Veterans Appreciation Week (See details this page).

December 7, 4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. Chapter 776 Pearl Harbor Dinner & Christmas Social,
Café on the Avenue, Crystal River.

Raffle Tickets

The Homosassa Civic Club has invited Chapter 776 to sell raffle tickets for the drawing of seven prize packages at its Annual Seafood
Festival, November 13. For every ticket sold, the chapter will receive 50 percent of the ticket’s face value. The seven packages are: #1
Boat, Motor & Trailer; #2 Golf; #3 Gifts for Dad; #4 Gifts for Mom; #5 Getaway; #6 Kayak; #7 Miscellaneous Gifts (For listing of each
package’s items, visit www.citruspurpleheart.org). Package #1 is $5 per ticket and Packages 2 through 7 are $2 per ticket. Patriots are
encouraged to purchase and/or sell one book of 10 tickets. Tickets may be purchased from any combination of the seven packages. If
every Patriot purchases or sells at least 10 $2 tickets, the chapter would raise an astounding $1,100. Each Patriot is urged to obtain tickets
by contacting Sr. Vice Cdr. Dick Allen by e-mail at budsterfd@tampabay.rr.com or by phone at 352-270-8436.







